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resolve not to remain weak. Being strong, we shall fight for our rights
and our honour.

When we think in this vein, we must not imagine that strong
means "physically strong" or that "fight" means "fight with swords
and guns". It is indeed necessary to be physically strong. If the
Indians want to learn the use of fire-arms and swords, by all means let
them do so. But they will always remain strong if they have the
weapon of truth in their hands, and will succeed even against those who
have guns at their command. The most important reason why we
should not assume that it is because of our frail physique that we are
thought weak is that the Kaffirs are thought weak by the whites despite
their superior physical strength. They are intellectually backward.
They are unlettered and have no arts. We can say that, despite the
whites' physical strength, their arts, their industry and their education,
we will be able to defeat them if we are truthful. Whatever education
and other things are needful will come to us as a matter of course.
We can find hundreds of instances of their having come in this manner
[to a people].

But we shall soon find that, if we want to be accepted as strong by
cultivating truth, we must concur in the Colony's view that there is a large
enough population of Indians here for the present. There should be
no objection to the entry of those who have a legal right to come in. But
we must put an end to the illicit immigration and welcome the prohibi-
tion on the immigration of indentured labour. If the Indians already
settled here can win the respect and status due to them, other dis-
abilities will disappear,

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 18-4-1908

97.   DELAGOA BAT INDIANS
It is essential that the Delagoa Bay Indians wake up and become
vigilant. We draw their attention to the regulations for Asiatics
which have been published in that Colony. They were published a
long time ago. We have already commented on them earlier.1 We find
it necessary to repeat the warning. If the regulations remain in force for
any length of time, it will be difficult to challenge them afterwards.
Though the Portuguese subjects are fully protected under these regula-
tions, a large number of Indians who are not Portuguese subjects will
forfeit their rights. The regulations require that Indians carry a number
of passes when they move about. There are many other hardships also*
1 Vide Vol. VII, pp. 451 & 454.